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SHOCK! HORROR! It must be true, mustn’tit? because | read it in a tabloid (well
actually, The Church Times). True or not, this grenade of a quote has stuck in my
mind and upset me. “The money paid to the banks during the credit crunch was
the biggest transfer of wealth from the poor to the rich since William the
Conqueror.” Dr Maurice Glasman, Senior Lecturer in Political Theory atthe London
Metropolitan University, reportedly said it at a recent meeting of London Citizens.

It is a tantalising sound-bite which does not give the background argument.
Comparisons across centuries are not straightforward. How much exactly was
‘transferred’ to the rich in the Norman invasion? Can it really be compared the
£850bn officially reported to have been paid out by the government to support the
banks?

It worries me a lot if the statement is true. It certainly amplifies what some people
believe, that the last two years have made ours an even less equal society. We
had no choice but to save the banking system from collapse, we were told, at any
cost. If the banks had collapsed then the harm to society would have been
immense. But that cost has to be paid from somewhere, and that ‘somewhere’
must include all of us, rich and poor. To pay something out of the little you have
is more costly than paying it from a bulging wallet (Luke 21.1-4). So the economies
bear down harder on the poor. 1.31 million people have lost their jobs since the
recession started. What is not known is how many have accepted a lower income
or shorter working simply to get by. Modest savers are being paid peanuts for
interest.

| really want to believe that Dr Glasman’s statement is not true — that the rich are
not in fact getting richer at the expense of the poor. Naive, no doubt, but | want to
believe that government is capable of acting for the benefit of the many, rather
than just for the sectors of society which cry the loudest or for its friends. | want to
believe that the City recognises its responsibilities to the society in which it resides.
| want to believe that a political system which can pay £850bn to stabilize the
banks, will stop quibbling about paying £6bn to fund a decent system of care of our
elderly. I really want to believe that qualities of compassion, generosity and support
for the weak might become primary in our politics and economics.

St Luke’s Gospel speaks more about rich and poor together than do the other
Gospels. Jesus does not condemn the rich, but he does note the difficulty of
serving two masters, God and mammon. The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, heard all this, and they ridiculed him. (Luke 16:14). It really does not have
to be played out as it is being. There are other ways. We’ll be exploring this in our
Lent Course session, Encountering Jesus in The City. Perhaps you will be able to
come — you'll be very welcome to this and to all.

Date Where and at ~ What? Who?
what time?
Wednesday 3 8.00pm St Encountering Jesus in Prayer Dom Timothy
March Nicholas, Bavin
Longparish
Wednesday 8.00pm The Encountering Jesus among the The Revd Andy
10 March Bourne Valley sick and carers Edmeads
Inn (Barn)
Wednesday  8.00pm St Peter, A Woman Encountering Jesus —  Professor June
17 March St Mary Bourne  Julian of Norwich. An exploration Boyce-Tillman
using music and drama
Wednesday 8.00pm The Encountering Jesus in The City Gordon Scutt
24 March Bourne Valley
Inn (Barn)
Wednesday  8.00pm St Washup Discussion
31 March Nicholas House

The Annual Church Meeting season
begins at Hurstbourne Priors on
Friday 26™ March, 7.00pm in the
Village Hall. It's an open meeting for
all concerned about the continuing life
of church and parish. The Annual
report will be available beforehand to
summarise 2009. St Nicholas
Longparish AGM is on Sunday 18"
April, and St Peter St Mary Bourne on
25" April. Your Churches really do
need your support.

Reading Group
Tuesday 2™ March,
Aristophanes The
Frogs and Other
Plays (the Penguin
Classics edition is
very lively). All are
very welcome to 1
Southview Terrace,
Link, St Mary Bourne
for 8.00pm.

The next book for discussion is Stieg
Larssen, The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo.

Songs
YPraise

If you would be interested in being in
the congregation for two editions of
Songs of Praise which are being
recorded in Winchester Cathedral on
Easter Monday, 5" April 6.00-
10.00pm, please let me know as soon
as possible, but certainly by 7" March.
Entry will be by ticket only, and | will
send off the application for us in this
benefice. The broadcasts will be
shown on BBC One in June this year
and January next.

Computer Technical Help Needed!
If you know how, could you please
help Dodie Marsden by editing some
videos she has taken for showing on a
computer? She would also value help
in downloading sound and video files
(e.g. YouTube) from the internet.
Dodie can be contacted on 01264
738211 or by email
dodie.marsden@dsl.pipex.com .

FROM THE VICAR & RECTOR: CANON MARTIN COPPEN, THE VICARAGE, ST MARY BOURNE, ANDOVER, HANTS SPI | 6AY 01264 738308


mailto:dodie.marsden@dsl.pipex.com

